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Even the casual motorist passing by the Rt. 29 and I66 interchange will realize SOMETHING is going on…..  SOMETHING is about to be built…..
Because,…. almost every building that composed what the town of Gainesville was (up until 15 years ago)…. has now been bulldozed….

Heavy Equipment is on the scene…..  signs are up warning us of road closings….

Even kids know……VDOT or somebody is about to DO something…. but the uninformed motorist…. has no clue what it is…..

What ARE they building anyway?

Just in case you are curious…….

This is what that interchange is supposed to look like in 2014:
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Imagine for a minute…..  that you were looking for work….  and you accepted a job with VDOT…..  or a contractor they have hired……  but as you show up for work the first day……  you really have only a vague idea of where you are supposed to start… or how you are going to be utilized in this project??

Are you supposed to try and figure out how to operate earth moving equipment and build these huge embankments….  are you supposed to put the steel together for this bridge….

Or am I just supposed to make sure the water cooler is full….so others can work?
That is somewhat akin to the lack of clarity many people have when we talk about BUILDING the Church….

God showed us last week…. that He has indeed assembled a CHURCH CONSTRUCTION team here…….in this place..
for we saw Ephesians 4:11-12 that God’s Word says:

Ephesians 4:11-12
"And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,"

God has GIFTED the church…with leaders…. to LEAD the way in training the members of the TEAM for ministry…..and helping us FIT into the body so we can be used of God.

He showed us that each of YOU…who have come to know Christ through the gospel….  are the ones whom He has made HOLY…. (saints=holy ones)  so that you could do the work of ministry….

We learned the week before that….God has already placed inside of each of you …. a power tool….

A Spiritual Gift / Ability designed to be powered by GRACE…. as you rely upon Jesus…

Not only can you do the work of BUILDING up the church…..but is precisely why God has brought you into His Kingdom.
I wonder...  do you believe that?    

   I think almost all of you do…..

Well…..  (what we want to delve into a litter deeper today is….)
· What IS this work of ministry we are supposed to do?

· How, exactly, can we begin…. to BUILD God’s church?

So that you won’t be like an uninformed motorist on 29…..    worse yet… you won’t be showing up HERE with a desire to work….

Not knowing exactly what we are called to BUILD.
-------------- ----
I have intentionally slowed down (here in Ch. 4) in our trek through Ephesians…. in order to make sure we have a firm grasp of what God has called us to do… and HOW He has called us to accomplish it….

Because….(right here in your hands… in v. 11-16) is the vision for the church!…..   
 THIS is the growth plan for the church of Jesus Christ….…..

THIS is the template…. or the blueprint for the People of God… 

To participate….you need to understand…that What we are building 
…..is PEOPLE.
The Work of the Lord is (until Jesus comes back)…. PEOPLE WORK…

That is the Work of MINISTRY God has made you righteous, and gifted you…. in order for you to participate in…..

People Work

I have a friend who is a human resources manager at a large company here in NOVA…. and he is really good at it…..

He just walks around encouraging people…. correcting them where they are wrong…..cheering for them……   He is eternally positive….

And yet…. as far as I can tell……  he is not a Christian…    He seems to do all of that People Work in his own strength….

The People Work we are talking about is the work of the LORD Himself through us as His servants….

It is about the risen Christ supernaturally restoring PEOPLE who have been separated from God (in rebellion and sin) back into their Forever Family… through our speaking the gospel to them…….and them coming to faith in Christ….

And then… through us…… Christ begins to prepare them….. to join us in loving and serving others….. 
so that as we do that together… we ALL grow up into our HEAD ….. Jesus Christ.

THAT church building process…… that KIND of church growth….is what puts the goodness and greatness of God  ON DISPLAY….  here in an increasingly DARK world….
To the passer by….. of this group of assembled people…. this group of redeemed sinners….. who know that their Savior deserves their very lives……
We might look a lot like the 66 / 29 interchange…..  
things (in people’s lives) have been torn down….  as they God has been demolishing strongholds …..and former practices…..
But you can tell GOD is up to something!!……

God is BUILDING something ETERNAL….. and He has chosen to do it…… from the INSIDE out…..  

Inside of each of you….. flowing out…..into the lives of others He is joining to Himself….

Its People Work…..
Are you ready to begin?
People Work   
1.
Flows Out of Your Connection to Christ
If you already realize…..  that (in and of yourself) you really are not able to take part in the work of the Lord….the work of building up His church….. you are right on track…..

However….. Christ Himself… has chosen to work through you.!

Any legitimate People Work….you do in the Kingdom….. flows out of your relationship with Him….

It is what Jesus calls His fruit being borne through you…. in John 15

John 15:3
"Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 
Before surgeons…..enter into the operating room…. to go to work on your internal parts with their hands… they go the extra mile to make sure they are sterile/….  CLEAN..

More than any antibacterial soap….or hand sanitizer… could do…. God has made you completely clean…. through the speaking of His gospel into your soul…..

He has clothed you with garments whiter than any launderer could make them here on earth….

So that…. you can go to work with Him on His people…. so that you can join in the HOLY work of building up of His church…. 

Your CONNECTION to Christ depends upon you BELEIVING that…..

You have to BELIEVE ….that Jesus became sin…on your behalf… he took all your filth and guilt into himself…..  in order that (by believing on Him) you could become the righteousness of God in Him…..

If you think Politicians are good at SLINGING MUD…..    think about how Satan is continually trying to thwart you from engaging in serving others…… 

Through REMINDING you of your present shortcomings…… through convincing you that you are still GUILTY because of your past…..    There is no greater ROADBLOCK to our doing the Work of the Lord together…..

Than the accusations going on in your mind……. (for some of you right now)….

That you are UNCLEAN.
Now, I am not saying that if you have SIN that you are unwilling to turn loose of…. unwilling to admit to God that you have broken His Law….. 

You are unclean…. and need to repent…. and believe again that you have been ransomed from that way of life… and you are not your own…..you belong to Christ.

But, if (as best you know your heart) you are trying to walk with the Lord and want to serve him….

God wants you to be freshly empowered for His service by this word:

You are COMPLETELY CLEAN.

solely…. because of the Word I have spoken to you….solely because of what I have done for you in the gospel.
So…Jesus goes on to say….
John 15:4-5
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing."

When God led Israel back into the promised land to rebuild the temple in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah….  they were sure of one thing…(after 70 years in exile)..…they NEEDED GOD…in order to build it… in the presence of their enemies….
And we build up the temple of God ….made up of living stones (otherwise known as PEOPLE)……  we can accomplish NOTHING apart from being vitally connected to the Master Builder…..  Jesus Christ…
He is the VINE….. you are the branches….. as you abide in Him…. He will do exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or think….through you…..

People Work flows out of your relationship to Christ…..  it is not an add on…..  it requires a humble DEPENDENCE upon His gospel… and His empowering presence……. 

It is as you LIVE in astonishment of His love for you….and His undeserved presence in your soul…….. that you will find a fresh desire to lay down your life in His service…..
People Work
2.
Consists of Learning to Sacrifice for Others
We all have a natural instinct to want the good of those in our immediate family….. enough to make sacrifices for them…..

· Don’t we?   Parents how many less miles would you have on your cars if you had not been a shuttle service for all your kids activities?

It doesn’t hurt…. because we love them…..they are our flesh and blood…..

Yet…For all eternity…. God says….you have no closer BLOOD relatives than those who are your brothers and sisters and mothers and fathers ….. in the family of God!
Christ is calling you to learn….  to start…… laying down portions of your life in order to serve them…..

1 John 3:16-18
"By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
Here is the heart of the RUB…. in whether or not you will do the work of ministry…. 

and to what degree you will keep on seeking to build up the People of God…..

Living to Achieve Your Own Good… vs.   Living for the Good of Others….

b/c Christ calls us to Lay down our lives for the brethren….

It is God’s DESIGN……that as you live to see others grow…….  (serving them to make it happen)…. that you will GROW up in Christ….

It is as you live to BE a blessing….. that you will find your own cup running over with God’s blessing….

Those around you are GOD’s people…. those for whom the Good Shepherd laid down his life …..  they are ransomed…. they are ….LOVED by God….

You FOLLOW Jesus by likewise laying down YOUR life …..your time…… your interests….for them!

THAT is the heart behind the work of ministry……   THAT is what Jesus wants to empower you to do…..

I am so blessed…. because I get to see that on display week by week in so many of you!

I get to see the sincere…… sustained…… sacrificial, love flowing through you to one another….

But in case you saying…… I KNOW I am self centered… and self focused…..

· How can I begin to CRUCIFY my selfishness….. and learn to live for the good of others?

Here are just two practical suggestions:    (to help you begin to lay down your life for others here in church)
(I am taking them from a paper by Colin Marshall called The Ministry of the Pew – should be posted on our website…)

He points out that these are INFORMAL actions…. every one of you can take the initiative to be involved in these simple ways….

1)   Pray About Where You Sit in Church.


Most of you either have a predetermined place you LIKE to sit… you are comfortable there…..   others of you…. really don’t give it any thought… and just go where there is room available….

What if (as part of your preparation for church)… you ASKED the LORD to guide you to sit where He wants you to in order that you might have an opportunity to speak to and encourage another person?

Marhall – “This pew prayer was a significant turning point in my understanding what church was all about.   It changed my reasons for going to church.  The shift was made from being the “helpee” to the helper, from being the served to the servant.”

2)   Be on the Look Out for Opportunities to Serve Others.

If your heart is already postured to laying aside your own needs in order to build others up….. I can assure you God will give you and opportunity to do so…

But you have to LOOK for those…..be ALERT to those…..

Marshall -  “The key to people work is to observe what happens around you and respond to people’s needs.”
(repeat)
During the Welcome Time…. before and after church……..

Have the thought running in your mind…..How can I serve them?….. (not to make them like me – that was the old you) but to demonstrate Christ’s love to them….

.    I am so encouraged that many of you have begun to do that….
 It is indeed AWKWARD at first….(isn’t it?)  just like when a child begins to walk….. 

But you have to start!

Just realize that  learning to SHIFT our mindset from ourselves to others is a PROCESS….   
And your Father in heaven is not scorning you for your awkward first steps to move into serving others…. it is His delight to take you by the hand and HELP you.

People Work

3.
Is About You Becoming a Disciple Maker
A Disciple (by definition) is a Learner…..    

That is what Jesus calls those who follow Him.     We are His disciples (through receiving Jesus…..we have taken His yoke upon us and are learning… daily from Him through His Word.)…

We are learning to take up our cross… and lay down our lives for others….

And now…   The One who made you His disciple… is calling you to become a Disciple Maker yourself.

Book – Trellis and the Vine…..  

· Bruce Hall – “ Churches don’t make disciples, disciples make disciples.”
Provacative statement…..b/c …. we are a church CONSTRUCTION team…. but we are a TEAM made up of collective individual effort.

Jesus gave the Great Commission to His disciples.

You are His disciple… if you do what He commands you….which is…..

Go into all the world and make disciples….

Matthew 28:18-20
"And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”"

Christ is WITH us…and has GIFTED us… to carry on His work of making disciples.….

The Pastors’ job is to TRAIN you… to EQUIP you… to strengthen you… to TEACH you…  so that you can (step by step) do the same for someone… who might just be a few steps behind you…

Not talking about FORMAL training…..  necessarily….. what I am talking about is you beginning to prayerfully desire to take MUTUAL responsibility for the growth and development of someone besides YOURSELF.

· Who is it….. Christian…..  that you feel responsible for their soul?

In this church family…….  who are you helping to disciple?

- Might be someone else’s child……  (example?)

- Might be someone in your App. Group…..

It doesn’t mean that you have to consider yourself necessarily more mature than them…..  it just means that as you see them struggling…. or sinning…. or growing…. you are not going to let them do it alone!

· Take mutual RESPONSIBILITY for each other’s growth….that’s discipleship.

To be a disciple is to be a disciple maker…… (no way around it)..
Disciple Making…indeed starts with evangelism……  for no one can become a disciple of Christ apart from the gospel…..
But it CONTINUES week by week… by the prayerful, conversational…. speaking of God’s Word into one another’s lives….

THESE truths…. are our framework for growth!   They become ALIVE as the Holy Spirit lovingly speaks God’s Words (through all of YOU)….into the joys….into the discouragements of daily life…..of your fellow believers.
Trellis  - “If the real work of God is people work- the prayerful speaking of His Word by one person to another – then the jobs are never all taken.   The opportunities for Christians to minister personally to others are limitless.”

Nothing for me to do here!    Hogwash!    People are still sinning!    People are still in need of prayer….  People need discipleship.

The Opportunities are LIMITLESS.

People Work
4.
Our Success is Guaranteed


People work is hard…. because people (even God’s people) let us down.    We pour our lives into people…. only to have them turn on us and call us names….    Often they will desert us….. and leave us sore from the wound……

But People Work…. in the Name of the Lord…. is the ONLY work you can do…. where your labor is guaranteed NOT to be in vain….

Because GOD Himself has promised not to give up on His people!

God Himself has promised to discipline them when they disobey and bring them back into the fold before the final day……

On that final day…..  He PROMISES that we will ALL be changed……

He promises that He will COMPLETE all the sanctifying work He has begun……on the Day of our Lord Jesus….

As you do People Work….  God is (through YOU) making a People Ready to spend eternity in the Presence of the Lamb!

And over in Chapt. 5 we are going to see… that Christ is washing us with the Word….so that He can present the church to HIMSELF in splendor… without spot.. or wrinkle or any such thing….

That she might be HOLY… and without blemish..

THAT’s your future….. church…          You are the Bride of Christ…..  

So Paul can say to us who want to take part in the Work of Building Up His People…….

1 Corinthians 15:58
"Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain."


People Work….. is not easy….  but it is the ONLY work on earth… that you will never look back on and say…. THAT was a waste of time.

Let us GIVE ourselves to PEOPLE WORK…..  by first giving ourselves afresh to the LORD of the People.

