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Since 1988 almost 50,000 human heart transplants have been performed in the United States…. 

Just in the past 3 years, surgeons have even developed the ability to actually transplant a beating heart into the chest of a recipient… greatly increasing their chances of survival

God, by contrast, has been doing LIVE heart transplants for thousands of years….with a 100% success rate….and no surgery necessary….

This is THE way God has chosen to create people for Himself….   He creates in them a heart like His own…made in His image…… through coming to RESIDE in them by His Spirit….

Listen to how He prophesied about it…

Ezekiel 36:26-27
"And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules."


God performs non invasive… heart transplants….. by …simply making an announcement:

By His Spirit…. God SPEAKS…and opens your mind to hear and understand…His message….

 that while you were still spiritually DEAD in trespasses and sins….    while you were STILL actively sinning against His holy decrees…..

Out of LOVE…..God sent His Son….. Jesus…. to live and DIE in your place.

To live a perfect life….  (which you could not)….

And to PAY the debt you owed for your sin….. by giving up Himself on the CROSS.

As Jesus died…. God poured out all the wrath that your transgressions deserve…. upon His Son…..

Then RAISED him up from the dead…….  so He could impart that risen life to you….

in the form of a new … HEART……overflowing with His Personal Presence…..

John 7:38-39
"Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."

Just like the life of any patient who has received a physical heart transplant…. is forever altered by the continual ADJUSTMENT and REHABILITATION of their lives in order for their new heart to function effectively….

GOD (our Physician) has given us a plan for a new lifestyle…..

(as He showed us last week from latter part of Ephesians 4)….it is 

a REPLACEMENT …of old thinking and behavior….. with New….

It requires that we STOP doing some things….. and START doing others…..

The first two areas He told addressed (beginning in v.25)

1)  That we be people of the TRUTH….. because He is the Spirit of Truth and can 
not lie….

2)  That we not let sinful anger be a co-resident with Him in our hearts…..  

· Today (as we continue in this passage) I want to emphasize what Paul shows us should be our motivation for carrying out that plan ……

We already saw (v. 24) that have been created anew….in true righteousness and holiness ….

Today we see that God’s purpose, is so that we could become the temple of God’s Holy Spirit……

Our replacement plan….(or our REHAB) consists of a continual desire to be PLEASING to God the Holy Spirit who has come to take up Royal Residence in our lives….

Pleasing the Spirit

It is one thing to have house guests for the holidays…. (as some of you are preparing to do)….

You want to clean the house… as best you can….. put things away….. especially paying attention to the rooms they will be sleeping in or using….

But it is a whole new level if you have someone move into your home…  on a long term basis….  

Especially if you LOVE that person and want them to be happy….

It is going to be a major  lifestyle  adjustment….

Scripture tells us that GOD Himself has come to reside in us….. in order to personally HELP us to become more like Jesus ….….. to give us personal GUIDANCE (through the Scriptures) and to give us COUNSEL and encouragement each step of the way…..

That alone is enough to make us want to please Him……  

And to carry out His Prescribed Replacement Plan…. 

(here’s the second half of it)

Ephesians 4:28-32
"Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you."

Most of the time when people rake leaves….. you will see an interesting picture for how we think about life….

Naturally speaking….  we see things in the world around us…. especially material things … as stuff we want to gather to ourselves….
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  Rake rake rake…

That is where the phrase… “raking it in” comes from in regard to your income….  you are just gathering to yourself … gathering to yourself… gathering to yourself…

Then we consume what we have gathered.

That is the natural way to think.     It is what squirrels do….   and apart from the Spirit of God it is what you do….

America sees nothing at all wrong with that…. in fact our culture encourages it….

But the Biblical word for it is GREED.   See who can accumulate the biggest pile of assets… or at least a pile big enough that you and your family enjoy sitting in….

Problem is …. God is not a consumer.     And neither are His offspring.

Pleasing the Spirit

1.
Become a Distributer

Distributorships….accumulate huge supplies of their product…..  but only so they can become a HUB in distributing those goods to others….

The Holy Spirit resident within you wants to REPLACE your mindset of GREED… with one of GENEROSITY…

The One Who owns all the assets in the world…. and entrusts some of them to you…. wants those assets to be means of showing others that HE is generous.

The most flagrant display of GREED is when someone steals…..

Thieves…. are most simply…. unlawful gatherers……

They want to GATHER without working.

They see the lushness of someone else’s pile and go rob from it….

I doubt any of you…. actually have ever thought of yourself as a THEIF.

But ANY type of appropriating what does not rightfully belong to you is still stealing.
In 2009 U.S. retailers lost over 14 Billion dollars to employee theft… much more than shoplifters cost them in profits…

I once new a man who attended church every week….. yet had a whole garage full of tools and toolboxes he found no shame in appropriating from the company he worked for…

Even if you do not embezzle money or goods from your employer….  in this computer age…. one of the biggest temptations is to steal TIME that you are being paid to work….. … 

Paul says… 

Ephesians 4:28
"Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need."

Contrary to popular belief…. working was established by God prior to the fall….as a means of stewarding the gifts of God.

The ability to work… and even to gain wealth is a gift from God……(one of the many things you can be thankful for this week) 

But if you want to please the Holy Spirit resident within you…… He wants you to take a look at WHY you work…..

· Work so you will have something extra to DISTRIBUTE to others…..

It PLEASES the One who said….. “Freely you have received ….. Freely GIVE….”

To see you give up hoarding…. and begin to be a DISTRIBUTER of God’s blessings…

Sadly….   because we are so prosperous…..  …. material greed is one of the easiest sins to hide…  even in the church.

But keep in mind…. the Holy Spirit now sees you from the inside out…..   for some of you He might be saying exactly what He said to the Pharisees…..

Luke 11:39
"And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness."

If you struggle being generous…. Begin to pray for the ability to meet even small NEEDS in someone’s life…

Buy somone’s lunch today…..  

GIVE….  (Jesus said and it will be given to you… pressed down…overflowing….) for with the standard of measure you use…. it shall be measured unto you….

If you don’t know anyone…. give to the Benevolence fund…. and we will connect your gift to some of the people that call the office everyday…

Generosity shows off the heart of the One who selflessly GAVE His whole life to bring you to Himself…..

If you have the ability to work…… God has given you that…. not only as a means of provision (for your family) but as a means of DISTRIBUTING His grace to others.

2nd MEANS of…

Pleasing the Spirit



2.
Use Helpful Words 
Consider for a moment that one of the distinguishing marks of human beings…. (all of whom are made in God’s image)…. 

is their remarkable ability to articulate and communicate almost EVERYTHING that crosses their mind….using words.

Think about that…..   God created the heavens and the earth… using WORDS….

Likewise, He spoke WORDS and the world was destroyed by flood.

Christ upholds all things right now… by the WORD of His power.

You are a new creation in Christ Jesus …. because the Holy Spirit made God’s WORD come alive in your heart….

God will destroy this present heavens and earth once again…. by His spoken Word.

God’s Words reveals Who He is……and so ….do yours.

Take a closer look at your prescription which God has given to you:

Ephesians 4:29
"Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear."

The word the ESV translates here “corrupting” is literally rendered ROTTEN… 

Rotten words…. are the bad fruit of sinful hearts…..

They smell because they have been soaking in the sewage of selfishness… or hate… or lust.

The language of our culture is so saturated with rotten words that almost EVERYTHING that is evil has now…has come to be called good …

(or at least … not bad)

That’s to be expected…. from the world, a people in rebellion against God speak a different language than we do…

This letter was not written to the heroes of pop culture…. (from whom many of you take your cues)

it was written to the future residents of the New Jerusalem!…..  People who are called to be HOLY like their Father is Holy…..

John Piper (in his sermon on this verse) encourages us to RECOGNIZE the rotten minds that rotten words stem from.

He says that … even the use of words….. that seem pretty mild…like “shut up” or “annoying”… are rotten words….   because they betray a selfish, and loveless heart that simply wants to stifle another person…

What quenches or grieves another, usually Grieves God as well…..

But let’s look farther at words… that (at least for the present) …are still beeped out of newscasts….

“How, for example, does the act of sexual relations, created by God as good to be fulfilled in marriage—how does it get translated into a four letter word and carry the meaning of hate and scorn? The answer is easy: first you get God out of your mind. That's fundamental to all vulgarity. Then you get the sanctity of his creation out of your mind. And then, in your mind, you replace the tenderness of married love with the force of rape, and you've got yourself a four letter word which does verbally the same thing that rape does physically: it expresses selfish, uncaring abusiveness. (Which, incidentally, is why I would say to Christian women, don't spend two minutes with a man who uses this kind of language: rape and rotten language come from exactly the same root.)”   
John Piper
Jesus (in His parables) uses this word (corrupting)  to describe rotten fruit….

Our neighbors brought us home a whole bushel of apples they picked this fall.    Well, you can guess what happened.     We had every good intention of getting around to peeling them and cooking them…. but we let them sit in the garage too long… and when we did get to them they had worms and brown spots and smelled.   

It really was true that one worm spoils the whole bunch.

That is what foul language does to any conversation… 

 It stinks the place up.    It doesn’t nourish anyone…  and much of the time rotten words make those who hear them spiritually and emotionally SICK.

Especially if they are spoken in malice or anger….. or as gossip.

Like food poisoning does to your intestines…. they permeate every corner of your mind….. wounding and hurting… not just for a little while…… but sometimes for a LIFETIME.

That is why Paul says…get rid of words that WOUND… and replace them with ones that come from the TENDER heart of God He has placed in you…

Ephesians 4:31-32
"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you."

Some of you have suffered greatly over the course of your life because of the WORDS or ACTIONS of others….

God is calling you to Offer your PAIN up into God’s Almighty hands…. and to FORGIVE (with no strings attached) just as God in Christ forgave you.

Forgive…. so you can speak His grace….   instead of retribution…

This is mandatory whenever you experience hurt…. because anger has no shelf life….

Overnight… it sours and begins to turn to bitterness in your soul.

You might THINK you have buried it……   But your sour and bitter attitude WILL prevail…. it will come out in your WORDS!

and even w/o you even realizing it….. your sin will defile everyone around you.

INSTEAD… DO AWAY with evil speech……toss those words on the fire like the Ephesians did with all their magical charms when they found out what an abomination they were to God….

Your WORDS tell the story of your heart.

· What have your words…. your language… (this week) been saying about what you treasure in your heart?

Unwholesome Speech does not please the Holy Spirit……

It makes Him shudder…..

· So….What can you do (If you discover unwholesome speech coming from your mouth)?

….. the solution (might surprise you) is not MERELY….to clean up your vocabulary…

Substituting Gosh! and FLIPPIN for more offensive WORDS……  only shines up the skin of an apple that is still probably full of worms…

It is starting at the wrong end….   Let your language serve as an indicator of what is going on in your heart.
Luke 6:45
"The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks."


More readily than perhaps any other indicator….. your WORDS betray what you are actually treasuring in your heart…..

If you are treasuring YOURSELF… or MONEY…. or LUST…     or any other evil thing….. your language will be laced with the abundance WORDS that knock anyone out of the way who prevents you from maximizing them……

On the other hand… if you are treasuring CHRIST… and the magnitude of the PRICE he paid to set you free from such empty and destructive and false treasures…..

If you are singing songs of DELIVERANCE!   and celebrating His grace!

You will speak words of grace….. words of truth…. that HELP others.

Words that convey forgiveness….and HEALING… 

Gracious words are a means of MUCH NEEDED encouragement!

They SUSTAIN him who is weary…

· Think that might be important to God?

Picture a traveler walking through the desert… feeling defeated….  losing hope….and God has you cross His path with even a small drink of cool water……

Would that be refreshing and helpful?

Only its not a real desert….. its your WORKPLACE…..

Or its your WIFE in the midst of a struggle to raise the children……

· Gracious Words are the BUILDING BLOCKS of every godly relationship.

They are BEAUTIFUL in God’s sight….

Proverbs 25:11-13
"A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.   Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear. Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the soul of his masters."

Your Master… (whom you want to please)… doesn’t just check in every once and a while…..     He lives in your heart….  ( if you have been born from on high)…..

Your words are His means of distributing His KINDNESS and MERCY …to others…….against the backdrop of a culture where nearly everyone’s love has grown COLD.

So if you are experiencing His grace right now…..   because you are not in hell…. 

Then… Your mouth…. is hereby declared……. HOLY!

Use it to HELP others…. to BLESS them…..

Use it to point them to your TREASURE…. the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lastly….if you want to Live to Please the Holy Spirit…..

3.
Prepare for the Wedding
The rumor mill is now estimating that Prince William and Katherine’s wedding is set for some time in March 2011.

While most of us already have more information than we wanted on this couple….

The wedding itself is sure to be an event to look forward to….

One particular detail that draws us in… is William giving Kate his mother’s sapphire ring…
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But this ring is valuable not because of the jewels….. but because of the PROMISE that Kate is going to be the wife of a King.

An engagement ring…. is the way (we in western culture) SEAL the bride to be… for the Wedding Date….

Christ… on the other hand…. has endowed you with an INFINITELY more valuable seal…..

Ephesians 4:30
"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption."

Your Day of Redemption is coming!   It is the Day when you will be set free from the all the groaning against sin….into the glory of the children of God!

It is the Wedding Supper of the Lamb…. and the Bride is making herself READY…

Even as I speak……  right?

I do not believe…. from what I have seen …..that it is likely that either Kate nor William are part of the TRUE Royal family….

But YOU are!….   you, church… are part of the Bride of the Lord Jesus Christ…..

You are not clothed in some mere $600. dress for your engagement….

God has gone ahead and clothed you with the HOLY robe of His Son’s righteousness…. personified in you by His HOLY Spirit….

So….. far more tragic than Kate scratching her engagement ring….. would be for you or I to GRIEVE or QUENCH the person of the Holy Spirit….

Who is in us and with us… not only to BEAR WITNESS that the wedding is coming….

But to KEEP us trusting in the forgiving love of Jesus Christ at each step along the way….

Let’s AIM to Please Him…. in all that we do.

