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The Church Growth movement is a multi-billion dollar enterprise in America.    

Especially with the advent of electronic media…..   We seem to see at least one new scheme per day that can help you GROW your church….

Some new program….

Some METHOD….

Some Campaign……

Some Business Plan adapted from the world of free enterprise….

Some human means for COMPLETING the work which God Himself has begun through the gospel..

That is perfectly understandable…..

In and of itself……   it  is natural…. to want the church to grow….

Churches that are not growing….are usually UNHEALTHY…

Some of the MAIN metaphors for the church (in Scripture)… are:

· oaks of righteousness…. 

· the Body of Christ….

· a field… that produces a harvest……

All of these are living things that grow…

But just like it is EASY … once you become a Christian….. to leave the Life Giving Gospel  behind and think you can make it to maturity on your own……   by your own contrivances…..  with your own designs…..

So too… it is tempting for us to be prone to MAKING the church “grow” through means other than simply… and prayerfully… and faithfully… speaking the truth in love…….
Today… as we finish up our study of the blueprint for GROWTH God has given us in Ephesians 4….
We want to see… and aim our lives at ….

Growth From God
Ephesians 4:15-16
"Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love."

TWO things going on here simultaneously…..TWO Word pictures I hope will help you capture in your memory… How God Grows His Church…..

1)  Regards an INDIVIDUAL responsibility which each of us is to shoulder…. if the church is going to mature…. and expand..

“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head… INTO Christ!:

· Silhouette (head) slide – We have a responsibility  to grow up TOGETHER into Christ…. (as we do… we experience more and more UNITY – because maturity enables us to give GRACE to one another… instead of biting and devouring one another)

UNITY is a Big part of Ephesians 4….it can not be divorced from GROWTH  / maturation… the two go hand in hand…

· Silhouette (Body) – Christ is the One who makes the Body grow (see that here)..

We saw last week that the MEANS of this growth is the TRUTH of God’s Word being communicated….

We hold fast to our confession of the gospel…..  the doctrines which anchor us in Christ Jesus…
In love… we help one another APPLY God’s Word…. (one bit at a time)….

“Body Life”… where the TRUTH is flowing in and out of our veins … in the context of God’s LOVE…

While that is going on…..in the church at large…. (and by God’s grace it is!)  

Each of YOU have a personal responsibility to grow up in personal relationship with Jesus…. 


They are funny to us… because out of those very immature little bodies comes communication that you would ONLY expect from adults!….

They talk about relationships… and business deals both of which they are far too young to actually carry on..
While that makes for a funny commercial…..

It is a sad commentary….. when that is going on in the church.

When childish Christians are pretending to be all grown up…..  apart from having actually MATURED in all aspects of their relationship to Christ…

The prescription for that malady…   from which we all are tempted with… to SOME degree…

is found in the second half of Our text (v. 15) says…we are to “grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ”

· How do we do that?    How can YOU grow up in Christ?…..

First of all believe… that GOD wants to use everything in your life (both bad and good) to BRING ABOUT your growth…..

Hebrews 10:14
"For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified."


Christ DIED in your place……  on the cross… sins PAID for….  your maturation process SET IN MOTION…..  

God will NOT give up!

Day by Day……He is MATURING you… He is perfecting you in the faith…. to the DEGREE that you trust Him….

He is  giving you opportunities to TRUST Him in new ways….each and every day…
Question is…… How are you responding?

Perhaps the BEST language in Scripture to describe what our ongoing RESPONSE should be to the good news of the gospel… …. is DRAW NEAR …..

if you want Growth from God for yourself… and for our church…..primary way you can help take part in that……..

1.
Draw Near to Christ

Our Commander in Chief…..has given us the TRUTH (the facts) of what He has already DONE… 

He has told us what is doing RIGHT NOW….

And He has promised what He is going to DO….

As you hear those truths…..(through His Word)    the Holy Spirit gives you  GRACE…. which empowers you to ACT on what we have heard…
Let both BAD and GOOD circumstances in your life…. cause you to PRESS into Jesus…. to thank Him …. to Trust Him….  to Bless Him…. to LOVE Him…..for Who He is…

Hebrews 10:19-22
" Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
(there are the FACTS)….  if you BELIEVE that… here is your response..

 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water."

Enter into His Presence!   Love Him…..

What is it right now?… that is keeping from laying down your self-sufficiency…and pride… and simply  Draw Near to God in childlike faith…

To RUN Home like the Prodigal Son to His Loving EMBRACE!

If He has been disciplining you…… Quit kicking against His goads….. and realize He is AFTER your HEART….

The WAY you grow up into Christ…. is by putting away every childish pursuit….  every weight…. anything that is GETTING in the way… of you from drawing near to Christ….

James 4:7-8
"Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded."

Listen carefully to me….

Your children can not grow physically by fond remembrances of a hearty nutritious meal they had last month…… or last year……  or 5 years ago….

And neither can you!…..  by calling to mind experiences of closeness to Christ from your past….

You need HIM now…and so do I…..
· Make it the HABIT …. aim to make it the lifestyle of your heart to continually keep seeking His face… looking to Him… and drawing from Him in faith.

Wanting to be CLOSE to Him in personal relationship.

That is your FIRST responsibility….. Grow up into the HEAD…. 
Second half of the message…..

Based on this PREMISE…..

Believe…..

· God has chosen to make the CHURCH grow….. through the relational connections between each member….

God has chosen to MAKE the church grow…. and it is Him who does it…. but He does it THROUGH the relationships you have with others in the church…..
So (at its core) church growth is all about MATURING RELATIONSHIPS…..

1)    Your Relationship with God

2)     Your Relationships with others in the church

Sometimes (I believe) we (as people) tend to  think BACKWARDS….    

Our scientific mindset  has taught us to start with physical realities…..(as if they are ultimate)  and then add faith in God for what we can not see….

So the truths about God sort of lie dormant in us….   because they aren’t really ULTIMATE (in our estmation)…

What if….. God (in eternity past)….designed the HUMAN BODY specifically to be a living word picture for the church…..   not the other way around…

What if the idea of a PEOPLE whom He formed and redeemed for Himself…. is the MAIN idea with God……

And the physical creation is merely designed to illustrate and foreshadow truths about THAT relationship??

What if God started with the reality of the Church…. and designed the human Body around it!   

Just food for thought….   but I think it is helpful for you to think that way…..
Cause this is going to ROT…..    the church never will.

Here… after He says… we are to grow up (in every respect) in our personal relationship with CHRIST… (the Head)…

Ephesians 4:16a
"from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,
We saw a few weeks ago… that God (by His Holy Spirit ) FITS into the body… all the parts just as He has chosen through gifting…..
The job of your pastors… is to try and FIT you (at any given time) where you might best serve the cause of Christ….

And to strengthen you….in that role… that function….  (that’s what it means to be equipped)…

These well positioned parts…..   fitted and strengthened according to their gifting…

are JOINED and HELD together …….by relational connections…. 
(otherwise known the physical body as JOINTS).

Some of you know… if you develop disease in your JOINTS…. whether it be gout… or arthritis…. bursitis……
Your Body doesn’t function like it should….. Your whole leg might be in PAIN!  if one joint is diseased…..  

Because…….Joints are what CONNECT your members together…

In the same (but in an infinitely more significant way)… 
the RELATIONSHIPS… are what connect you to the church…   
so…the proper functioning of each body part…    the fulfillment of each member in carrying out what God has called them to do…..

is entirely dependent upon the HEALTH of each relationship…

That OUGHT to take your breath away…..  if you fear the LORD….  



(I know it does mine)
Because we don’t TEND to treat people that way…..

We TEND to look at them for what we can get out of them…..  etc…

But GOD has put them in our lives in order that we might be a SUPPLY point …..  a DIRECT connection for the flow of His LOVE and grace…

The way God has provided for healthy joints in the human body to function is by lubricating them with body fluid….

Medical sources say this interstitial fluid is the lubrication that keeps the joints functioning efficiently AND protects them from injury at the same time…

Well, if we are the Body of Christ….  and our relationships with each other are the JOINTS of this Body….

What is our Body Fluid ?

What lubricates our relationships so we can work together….

Instead of GRINDING bone on bone…..  creating spurs and injury all the tissue around us….

In the church….the Holy Spirit’s oil of gladness, love and blessing protects each relational connection from INJURY while it is working…. 

It FLOWS through YOU…..

As you overlook a transgression…..   instead of playing it over and over again in your mind and plotting revenge…

As you…. by forgive…. 

As you intentionally GIVE GRACE to others….    

Choosing to BUILD them up……  instead of condemning them….

….instead of gossiping about them behind their back….

Choosing to … speak WELL…of them to others…..

THAT’s our joint oil!      (as Spurgeon used to say)….

THAT love and grace which YOU draw from the Head in personal relationship…… is to be passed on (by you) to every relational connection in the Body..

That is what HOLDS US TOGETHER….that is what PROTECTS us as we grow!….

Say it another way….. if you want….Growth from God…..then..
2.
Supply Each Connection with Christ’s Love
Ever walk into a room full of people …..    and 
The FRICTION was so thick you could cut it with a knife……?
You can see the strife in people’s eyes…. their words are laden with disgust…..

They’ve been hurt… and now the walls are up…. but they still want to launch some spears of their own over the walls…

They are barely tolerating each other…… while hateful thoughts are running around in their minds…..

That is precisely what Satan is out to do to the church!….

In fact…   that is often his first line of attack to STOP a church from growing…. from maturing….…

We have to be proactive…. in not letting that happen….
By each and every one of us…….FIXING our eyes on Jesus… to draw from Him life giving LOVE… and intentionally desire to be used of God to be a SUPPLY POINT of that love and grace…… for others God may give us the privilege of CONNECTING with…..

THAT holds a church together……  like ligaments do in a body…..

Love is our body fluid…..   the love of Christ…. flowing down from the head… and through each joint and ligament…. 

So…

Each Relational CONNECTION in the Body Is vital to the GROWTH of the whole…

Here is how Paul says it in Colossians…
Colossians 2:19
"and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God."

Some members of that church had gotten off track…. they were caught up in the man made religious practices of the culture around them….and the legalism of the Judiazers….

They had forsaken their personal relationship with Jesus….  they were not holding FAST to the Head…

They had forgotten….. (or didn’t care) that it is through THAT personal relationship with Jesus… that He intends to NOURISH and knit together others to whom they were connected with in the church….. so she could experience GOD’S GROWTH…

· Which is it for you?     If you are not holding fast to Jesus on a daily basis…..

Has the busyness and strain of life just caused you to forget?         There’s grace even now to repent of that…. to REMEMBER the Rock from which you were hewn …… run to JESUS….

Or is it that you really are so self-absorbed you simply don’t CARE how you affect others around you in the Bride of Christ?


I charge you in the presence of God…..  repent…. and ask God to melt your cold heart…..   
I knew a man one time…..  that was bitter ……and almost everything that came out of his mouth was NEGATIVE…..

If you asked him about work …..he would tell you everything WRONG with the place and the people in it….  

Same about church…..

He said his plan was just to keep to himself….. so he wouldn’t do anyone any harm…..
I am not sure he (and others like him) really take this passage at face value…….

You are CONNECTED!…. whether you like it or not….. if you’re a Christian in the Body of Christ…..
You’re either a CYST in the middle of a joint….

Or you a LUBRICATING ointment of love and grace that helps everyone around you WORK better….

THAT is what we want to aim at……  so that invariably …..as one of us ….(maybe even me)…. gets put out of joint by sin……

That those around that hurting part…. can bring HEALING…. by lovingly speaking the life giving truth of the Word…. 

By striving for PEACE….  SO that the JOINT can be put back in its proper WORKING ORDER….
and that the BODY can do what it was designed by God to do…..

Which is BUILD ITSELF up….. in LOVE.

That’s GROWTH from GOD
That is what your pastors want for this church….
Question is…..      Do you?

(Jesus My Only Hope)

